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1) Introduction and Welcome

Apologies were received from, Steve Wilkinson, Chris Hill, Roger Coggan. In the absence of Steve Wilkinson, Mark Charlesworth chaired the meeting in the morning and Dave Cotton chaired the meeting in the afternoon. James Dargie who was a member of the group has moved from CCW to SNH and may rejoin in the future.

2) Minutes of last meeting

Minutes of the meeting were accepted with the exception of a typo on page 8. APs were either completed or being addressed in the agenda. The following APs were discussed further:

To further disseminate the MEDIN discovery metadata standard it was suggested that it could be submitted to the International Oceanographic Commission/Joint Commission on Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (IOC/JCOMM) Standards Committee to be reviewed and if it passed this process would then become a recommended standard. The group felt this would be positive and if nothing else would identify areas which needed improving. 

AP. RL to send MC contact details and MC to progress

A tool was previously recommended to be built to allow organisations to convert their own metadata holdings to MEDIN compliant xml records. It was recognised that the backend table that holds metadata in the on-line tool could be built upon and adapted to meet this need.

AP. BS to send the structure of the backend table to the standards group. 

AP. HF to progress the development of the tool in coordination with GeoData

3) Discovery Metadata Standard and Tool.

It was highlighted that the MEDIN Executive Team was very positive about the progress that the Standards WG had made on the Discovery Standard and in particular how the development of the standard and tools were being investigated by the Location Programme and NERC.

· Guidance Document
The Guidance document had been revised following some minor changes. New XML snippets will be inserted and any changes completed following discussions in this meeting and then it will be republished.

· DASSH, SeaZone Harmonisation and Schematron web service contract

The DASSH on-line tool is available on line. The schematron has been amended following some feedback from users and also small corrections. The new version is available to download from the website. The ArcCatalog plug-in tool has been revised however is felt to be restrictive in terms of how much can be achieved and was originally thought of as a demonstration of capability. It is possible to derive a better tool with fewer steps.

AP. JR to cost and propose development of a new ESRI Arc Catalog tool that will be more user friendly.

AP. MC to state on MEDIN website that a new tool will become available soon.

Following personnel changes in SeaZone the conditions of access and use of the desktop tool may change from the initial position. The schematron web service and alignment contract with DASSH and SeaZone has started; phase 1 is almost complete and phase 2 is due to deliver before Easter. Being able to save a template using the on-line tool would be useful but was not in the original contract.

AP. MC to contact Dan Lear regarding implementation of a template and reintroduction of the spatial extent tool

Any revisions to the above tools following changes to the guidance document should be completed quickly.

· Unique Identifier Generation

There was a query if a tool to generate unique identifiers for discovery metadata records was required for organisations who do not routinely apply them. It was felt that in the short term an expansion of the guidance would be useful and if required in the future BODC could offer a similar tool for use.

AP. MC to expand guidelines on use of unique identifiers with examples.

· Spatial Resolution

It has been highlighted that the guidance on spatial resolution could be improved and that on some occasions it would also be appropriate to use ‘unknown’ for this metadata element. It was decided that this element should be left as is (giving distance measurement in meters) but explored if ‘unknown’ could be used and the guidance expanded.

AP. MC&BS to expand guidance and include examples

AP. JR&BS to explore the use of ‘unknown’ for this element in relation to INSPIRE.

· Update on Location Council Metadata WG
An overview of the Location Council Metadata WG was given and the paper on ‘Recommendations for XML schemas for encoding metadata’ presented. 
General feel was that the paper was useful and the recommendations were noted. Continued discussion with the UKLP Metadata WG group was positive and reuse of existing MEDIN resources should be coordinated. 

· Update on NERC Metadata Subgroup

NERC are considering the use of the MEDIN standard for NERC. It was highlighted that NERC would not be ‘adopting’ the MEDIN discovery standard but defining their own GEMINI2 flavoured standard but using the experience that MEDIN had and also reusing the technology and tools if agreeable. It was questioned if any members of the standards working group had concerns over NERC reusing the MEDIN guidance document and tools. It was highlighted that this decision should be ratified by the MEDIN Executive Team but the Standards WG felt that the re-use of the developed technology should be encouraged within the MEDIN consortium.

AP. MC to raise reuse of tools by partners at Executive Team.

4) Data Guidelines

An overview of all the data guidelines was given including the review stage. A number of extra internal and external reviewers were identified. Now that more data guidelines were available it was felt that the guidelines would benefit from a more structured approach. Specifically the profile and water bottle guidelines should be merged or cross referenced. An interim model had been agreed by MC&BS but this may have to be revised in light of the ERFF EOF Model.

AP. MC&BS to discuss how to structure the data guidelines better taking into account the ERFF model and revise as necessary

AP. MC to subsequently write a document giving guidelines on how to draft a MEDIN Data Guideline.

The following areas were identified which required data guidelines to be drafted: noise, phytoplankton, leisure and recreation.

AP. MC to investigate the development of guidelines for the above and propose method to getting drafted.

Although the guidelines do not consider sampling and analytical methodologies it was recommended that they should refer to those available where possible (eg. ICES, NMBAQC etc)

JNCC have proposed a workshop on how to work up and archive Multibeam data that could be organized under the MEDIN banner. This is linked to an activity within the MEDIN DACS working group to agree a standardized approach to processing geophysical survey prior to archiving. All felt this was a good idea and that the UKMMAS Seabed Mapping Working Group should be involved. 

AP. MC, DC to discuss with JNCC and progress.

It was as yet unknown if any members of the MEDIN standards WG were to be involved in the derivation of INSPIRE Annex 3 Data Specifications. However, a call had been made for user requirements which MEDIN should complete.

AP. MC to complete INSPIRE ANNEX 3 user requirements

Lastly it was felt that the Data Guidelines should be practically reviewed and tested by 1 each of research, monitoring and consultancy organizations. Funding would only be provided for testing of the guidelines for existing planned work. 

AP. MC to progress once guidelines have been reviewed and published in full.

5) World Register of Marine Species (WoRMS)

MEDIN had completed some initial work on the Marine Recorder Taxon list coordinating with WoRMS. A proposal from JNCC to continue this work is now awaited. 

6) Granularity of Discovery Metadata 

A discussion of what constitutes a ‘series’ and a ‘dataset’ (according to Element 4 Resource Type from MEDIN Discovery Standard) was held. It was felt that it was best explained using examples. 

AP. MC to expand the current guidance on granularity distribute to the Standards WG and then publish on the MEDIN website.

7) Dissemination of the MEDIN standards

A poster on MEDIN standards will be presented at the International Marine Data and Information Science Conference in April 2010. The information from this should then be used to derive MEDIN standard leaflets.

AP. MC&HF to derive leaflets and circulate to group.

8) Defining a scope for the MEDIN portal

This paper was presented and specified that it was not just useful for the Standard WG but to other Work Streams in MEDIN to show how other applications could link to the MEDIN portal. The conclusions of the paper were widely agreed with and it was felt that there were no specific implications for the MEDIN standards WG.

9) Standards WG budget and future work

The budget for the FY 09-10 was over spent but this could be balanced by underspend in other work packages. It was anticipated that the budget for 2010-2011 would be the same (in the region of £40,000).

Given this it was agreed that the following pieces of work would be prioritized:

· Multibeam data workshop

· ArcCatalogue tool

· Data Guidelines for Noise, Phytoplankton and Leisure and Recreation

· Practical review of the Data Guidelines

· Publication of a MEDIN Standards Leaflet

· CSW 2.2 migration for back-end.

10) MEDIN webpages on marine standards

To help the user the symbols for documents and tools (e.g. a hammer) could be added to the discovery standards page. The MEDIN discovery vocab (p081) needs to be added to the controlled vocab list. The search box background should be white. 

11) AOB

The url ‘medin.org.uk’ was still registered and paid for by HR Wallingford and any visits to this site should be forwarded to the MEDIN website.

AP. HF to send KM MEDIN IP Address

12) Date and location of next meeting

Next meeting will be in Edinburgh  week beginning 7th June. 

AP. MC to e-mail Paul Henni for room availability at BGS.

