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Citizen Science 
Considerations

• Duplicate data from different 
sources

• Duplicate sightings
• Influence of participation
• Regional influences
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Shark Trust data
• 15,697 records
• 56,532 individuals (once duplicate 

data removed)
• 1987-2025

• Data sources:
• our Basking Shark Project
• MCS Basking Shark Watch (legacy 

data)
• Manx Whale and Dolphin Watch
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Disparate Datasets
• Multiple regional projects 

collect data
• Need to have the full picture to 

draw accurate conclusions
• Split datasets = potential for 

wrongful interpretation
• Hard to find out who holds 

what type of data and its extent
• Who is best for citizen 

scientists to submit data to
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The Basking Shark Data Directory

• Born from the Basking Shark 
Forum in Feb 2024 and the 
following data meeting held in 
December

• A simple way to signpost to 
relevant datasets

• Does not hold the data itself, 
just the metadata
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The Basking Shark Data Directory



How to participate

• Scan this QR and fill in the 
form

• If possible - make your data 
searchable and accessible 
(GBIF, EMODnet Biology, OBIS 
etc)

Contribute to 
the Directory!



Any Questions? 
Harriet Allen – harriet@sharktrust.org

Cat Gordon – cat@sharktrust.org

Contribute to 
the Directory!
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