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Content

• What is MEDIN?

• Some key resources

• Context for today’s meeting

“Unlocking the Oceans: 

managing emerging and established marine data”

Session 1: Marine data types without a MEDIN Data Archive Centre 

Session 2: Solutions for data management challenges 



• National framework for managing UK marine data

• Long-term, open partnership, established 2008

• Funded by 16 sponsors

• Over 60 partners 

• Hosted at the National Oceanography Centre

• ‘measure once, use many times’

• Group of organisations, tools and resources that make it 

easier to share UK marine data

What is MEDIN?



Vision and strategic goals

We deliver our vision 

for all of the UK 

marine community

We deliver the 

technical 

infrastructure to 

ensure UK’s marine 

data are FAIR

We foster an open 

and constructive data 

management culture



A single place to “Find” UK marine data

• MEDIN discovery metadata portal

• The hub for UK marine data

• Over 19,000 datasets from 600+ 

organisations

• Mainly open data

portal.medin.org.uk

https://portal.medin.org.uk/portal/start.php
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Internationally interoperable tools/data flows
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Data Guidelines
list of information that should be collected with 

your data to ensure they can be re-used in the 

future. 

Tailored to >25 different methods/data types

Tools to ensure data are reusable

Guidelines

Community derived 
and supported
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Context for today’s meeting:

How the DAC network evolved
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Fully documented process. https://medin.org.uk/sites/medin/files/documents/medin_dac_accred_process_2021_final_0.pdf

How to become a MEDIN DAC

P
re

p
a

ra
ti
o

n • Community 
identifies 
need

• Propose 
scope, remit 
and way of 
working

• Consensus 
between 
interested 
parties

• Business 
plan 
developed

A
c
c
re

d
it
a

ti
o

n • DAC host 
develops 
responses to 
Core Trust 
Seal 
accreditation

• MEDIN 
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shared 
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reviewing 
drafts, 
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MEDIN support for marine community

Free, contextual, quality-assured data

Data and metadata standards that underpin UK marine data 
infrastructure

Free training to use these standards

Your data made available for others to use

Free expert advice



Who is involved? 

16              Sponsors

60+            Partners

600+          Data Providers

7               Data Centres



     

     

  
   

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

    
 

 

Become a MEDIN partner



• Data related to the 

natural marine world 

and the impact of 

human activity and 

influence on its 

condition.

Contact points

MEDIN portal - portal.medin.org.uk

How to find marine data video

Enquiries - enquiries@medin.org.uk

Open invitation to join the network, follow our social media @MEDIN_marine, 

subscribe to Marine Data News (https://medin.org.uk/news) and get in touch 

Dr Clare Postlethwaite cfpo@noc.ac.uk

https://portal.medin.org.uk/portal/start.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YKS_5AThkg
https://medin.org.uk/news


Open partnership of MEDIN

(currently 60+ organisations)
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Why make marine data openly available?

Varies by sector and organisation

- To support government policy

- As a condition of funding

- To comply with lease agreements

- To support innovation and 

economic growth

- As socially responsible 

organisations



How are marine data used?

Sector
Field 
of use

Action

Segment size indicates number of responses

Jolly, C., et al. (2021), "Value chains in public marine data: A UK case study", https://doi.org/10.1787/d8bbdcfa-en.

https://doi.org/10.1787/d8bbdcfa-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/d8bbdcfa-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/d8bbdcfa-en
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