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NRWs role is to: pursue sustainable management of natural resources in Wales to improve the social, 

economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales

Å NRW is the largest WG sponsored body in Wales

Å Formed in April 2013, largely taking over the functions of the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW), 

Forestry Commission Wales (FCW), the Environment Agency in Wales (EAW), as well as certain 

Welsh Government functions and Internal Drainage Boards

Å Our responsibilities are broad and much wider than the marine environment

ÅWe are: 

Who is NRW?
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NRWs role is to: pursue sustainable management of natural resources in Wales to improve the social, 

economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. 

Key Marine Areas Include:



Where did we start?

We needed to:

Å Agree a single position in terms of adopting open data as a default position for our raw data

Å Separate raw data for England and Wales into Wales only and store centrally in new NRW infrastructure

Å Identify datasets that should be considered for proactive release

ÅDevelop an assessment criteria (relevant to the kind of data we hold) to identify where release may be 

limited (sensitive/confidential information)

Å Select or create appropriate licences (OGL for open data, NRW conditional licences or Contractor Licence 

for restricted data)

Å Find a suitable mechanism to publish our Open Data through, to maximise its use.

Open Data ïour 10 year journey



Our process - Rapid Assessment Criteria & Decision process

NRW Open Data Position:

ñNRW recognises the importance of providing our customers with easy access to our data and, where possible, 

permitting re-use with minimal restriction.  Our policy is based on a presumption to share our raw data openly 

unless there is a good legal or business reason to restrict accessò

Å Pass

Å Fail 
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