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Introduction
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was used to derive potential
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as possible within the Marine

surface height and both

Habitat Classification for
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to create MEDIN discovery metadata.
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Britain and Ireland (version
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04.05), also known as
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MNCR classification,

shelf from 1960 to 2004.
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(Connor et al 2004). The
acoustic data were at various

The work was carried out by

stages of processing and

the National Oceanography

interpretation, therefore the

Centre (NOC) Shelf and

mapping of habitats and

Coastal Impacts team in the

biotopes in some areas have
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required a greater amount of

Group. The data were

work to reach the same level

generated as part of research

compared to other areas.

looking at multi-decadal trends

The constituent polygons

and variability in temperature

within the habitat/biotope

over the northwest European

maps are labelled to an

continental shelf.

appropriate level of the

The dataset consists of

Habitat Classification and
translated to the
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25 hour average east

corresponding EUNIS code.

and northward velocity

In order to generate seabed

components (m s-1),

habitat maps for the areas

depth averaged, for

the data associated with

each model depth level

each area were required to

across the model

undergo some preliminary

domain

preparation and processing

•

25 hour average

in order to ensure suitability

potential temperature

and compatibility with the

(°C) and salinity for

mapping methodologies

each model depth and

employed.

sea surface height (m)

The data were then

across the model

processed using several

domain

techniques: a top-down rulebased approach was
adopted based on the
methods developed by
MESH, UKSeaMap and

The model simulation starts at
00:00 UTC 01 January 1960
and finishes at 24:00 UTC 31
December 2004.

EUSeaMap, which utilised
the updated seabed

The full dataset is now
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substrate information

available for download at the

provided by BGS. In addition

BODC numerical modelling

a bottom-up approach was

portal.

taken to utilise the recently
acquired point sample data
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year run. © British

this process took an object-

Oceanographic Data Centre

based approach

(BODC), Natural Environment

supplemented by supervised

Research Council (NERC)

classification and
categorisation.
Three maps for each location
have been produced. The
level of habitat detail which
could be mapped was
restricted to level 3 & 4 of the
EUNIS classification with
associated metadata and
peripheral supplementary
data to aid in future analysis
and interpretation. A
confidence assessment
using the MESH confidence
assessment method has
been undertaken for each
habitat map produced and
certainty of classification
maps accompany each
habitat map also.
The assumptions and
limitations of the data and
the techniques and
processes used to produce
the maps are discussed to
aid understanding and
application of the maps.
These maps make an

important contribution to the
evidence base for the
presence and extent of MPA
search features underpinning
the identification of MPA
proposals in Scotland’s seas.
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